
Foundations 
 
Paul uses the image of the human body 
in Romans 12 and also  I Corinthians 12 to 
effectively describe the diversity of gifts 
within the body of Christ. There are many 
gifts.  In Romans, Paul highlights the gifts 
of prophecy, service, teaching, encourage-
ment, charity, leadership, and mercy.  In I 
Corinthians, he identifies the gifts of wis-
dom, knowledge, faith, healing, and speak-
ing in different languages.  

In both passages, Paul stresses all gifts are 
given by God’s grace and for the build-
ing up of the church, the Body of Christ. 
No gift is more valuable than another gift. 
No one person is superior to another’s. In 
Corinthian 12, we read “The eye cannot say 
to the hand ‘I don’t need you,’ and the head 
cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.’…
those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable.” The feet were 
considered unclean, and in pairing it with 
the head, Paul is making a radical state-
ment.  

Kenneth Bailey writes in Paul Through 
Mediterranean Eyes, “The sin condemned is 
not pride but self-sufficiency.  The deepest 
problem is not “I am better than you” but 
rather “I don’t need you.”  From the begin-
ning, Christianity was born, nurtured, and 
sustained in community. 

Understanding God’s Word  
 
Together read Romans 12:3-8.  Paul “gives legs” 
so our faith “can walk.” Paul describes the func-
tional unity, equipping, and care of and for the 
church through the gifts of grace given by God. 
But first, he reminds this unlikely mix of Roman 
Gentiles and Jews that honest judgement is 
required in a community of faith. 

 

Applying God’s Word  
 
Consider people who display the gifts of 
mercy, service, teaching, encouragement 
and charity. How might you thank them? 
Do you know people who have these gifts 
but are reluctant to use them in the church?  
How might you encourage them?  What 
about you? Is your service simply filling up 
your calendar or is it bearing fruit?  Are you 
sober or under the influence of the world?  
 
Witnessing God’s Word  
 
Paul longs for believers, gifted by God’s 
powerful influence, to work side by side.  
Some hands, some feet, some heads, some 
eyes.  Last week Mateen asked us to imag-
ine a church of 3000 deployed in the city. 
What kind of impact would we make?” Can 
you identify and celebrate where First Pres. 
is serving as the body of Christ?  
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Key Verse: Romans 12:4-5 “For just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ, we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.” 

Big Idea: No Christian, regardless of age or experience, is self-suf-
ficient or expendable in the Body of Christ. We belong to each 
other. The gifts given by God bear fruit for us all. 


