Foundations

God's everlasting covenant with Abraham and his
descendants depends fully on God's faithfulness to
His promise, even when Israel has been unfaithful.
Though God clearly punishes Israel for breaking her
covenant with God, He refuses to make a full end
of her, and plans in the future to restore Israel to a
faithful relationship with Himself. Israel’'s temporary
demotion becomes a benefit for the Gentile world
as God opens the doors of mercy to the heathen.
As Gentiles stream through the gates of salvation
in response to the call of the Jewish Messiah, the
Jewish nation itself will be roused by jealousy and
so return en masse to God, recognizing Jesus as
their true Messiah.

Understanding God’s Word

Together read Romans 11:1-12.

Paul argues that God has not rejected Isra-
el. First, Paul himself is an Israelite who has
been saved by Christ. Second, God has “fore-
known” Israel, meaning He has chosen them
for relationship and will not cast them aside.
As in Elijah’s day, God has preserved a faithful
remnant, chosen by grace.

While many in Israel rejected the gospel and
were hardened in judgment, God’s purposes
are not finished. Israel’s stumbling opened
the door for the Gentiles, but God ultimately
intends to bring Israel to full inclusion among
His redeemed people.

Sermon Growth Guide

Author: Rev. Dr. Mateen Elass

Happy the People | Romans 11:1-12
July 5, 2026

Key Verse: Romans 11:12 - “But if their transgression means
riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gen-

tiles, how much greater riches will their full inclusion bring!”

Big Idea: Paul grieved Israel’s rejection of the Messiah, yet he saw
God's plan unfolding through the inclusion of the Gentiles and Israel’s
eventual return to God. What a glorious story and joyful outcome!

Applying God’s Word

How does a deeper understanding of God’s
sovereign work in the realm of human
salvation affect your hope for the future of our
world?

Can the Church ever be killed off by the world,
if God is determined to always keep a remnant
saved by grace? How about the Jews? What
does the truth of “remnant theology” mean
for your faith, hope and courage?

If the future of God’s people includes both
Jews and Gentiles saved by Christ, how might
that impact the way you view the Jewish
people today?

Witnessing God’s Word

One central truth of this passage is that the
future is not up for grabs. God is in control
and will bring His plan to completion. No one
is beyond God’s redemption, but pride and
arrogance in our own abilities to “be God’s
people” is a recipe for disaster.

Where do you see warnings in the Church
that Christians believe themselves to be more
worthy of God’s blessings than others? Where
are we in danger of “stumbling so as to fall”?

Though present-day Israel remains largely
secular or anti-gospel, God has promised that
He will one day bring them to faith in their
(and our) Messiah. How do you navigate the
stormy waters concerning the relationship
between Christians and Jews, especially in
these days of increasing anti-Semitism?



